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' Now there was no bread in all the earth for the famine was very severe; the land of Eqypt
and the land of Canaan became weary from hunger.14)Joseph gathered all the money that was
to be found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan through the provisions thal they were
purchasing, and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's palace. > And when the money was
exhausted from the land of Egypt and from the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to
Joseph, saying, “Give us bread; why should we die in your presence? — for the money is gone!”

' And Joseph said, “Bring your livestock and I will provide for you in return for your livestock
if the money is gone." 7 So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them bread
in return for the horses, for the flocks of sheep, for the herds of cattle, and for the donkeys; thus
he provided thern with bread for all their livestock during that year.

'8 And when that year ended, they came to him in the next year and said to him, “We will
nol withhold from my lord that with the money and flocks of cattle having been exhausted
to my lord, nothing is left before my lord but our bodies and our land. '* Why should we die

before your eyes, both we and our land? Acquire us and our land for bread; and we — with our
land — will become serfs to Pharaoh; and provide seed so thal we may live and not die, and

the land will not become-desolate.” .

20 Thus Joseph acquired all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for every Egyptian sold his field
because the famine had overwhelmed them; and the land became Pharaph’s. ,?,‘)As for the
nation, he resellled it by cities, from one end of Egypl’s borders to the other@Only the land of

the priests he did not buy, since the priests had a stipend from Pharaoh, and they lived off their |

stipend that Pharaoh had given them; therefore they did not sell their land.

23 Joseph said to the people, “"Look — [ have acquired you this day with your land for
Pharaoh; here is seed for you — sow the land.@‘\t the ingathering of the harvests you will give
a fifth to Pharaoh; the [other] four parts shall be yours — as seed for the field, and food for

yourselves and for those in your household, and to feed your young ones."

2 And they said, “You have saved our lives; may we find favor in your eyes, my lord, and we

will be serfs to Pharaoh.”
@So Joseph imposed it as a statute till this day regarding the land of Egypt: It was Pharaoh

s
for the fifth; only the priests' land alone did not become Pharaoh's.
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22. myp x5 ouimain max p — Only the land of the priests he
did not buy. The verse explains that the priests had no nzed
to sell their land for food because they received a stipend
from Pharaoh, despite the famine. Verse 26 reiterates that
only the priestly lands did not become Pharaoh's. The
Torah's stress on the royal provision for the priests is seen by
the commentators as a lesson for future generations of
Israel: Jews should never be reluctant to give their tithes and
contributions to the Kohanim, Levites, and the poor. Ged
says, "See how Pharaoh did not take the land of his idol-wor-
shiping priests and he freed them from paying a fifth of their
produce to the crown. But to you, My children, [ have given
Eretz Yisrael as an outright gift — surely you, who are
children of the Living God. should graciously contribute a
fifth" (Moshau Zekeinim).

Joseph prophetically established a precedent that would
later benefit Israel while it was in Egypt. By giving a privi-
leged status to the clergy, Joseph established a precedent
hat made it possible for the tribe of Levi — the Jewish
“clerics” — to be exempt from the servitude to which the
Egyptians later subjected the other tribes, so that there
would be a strong nucleus of people who kept alive the
teachings of the Patriarchs (R’ Yaakov Kamenetzky).

23-24. Joseph told the people the conditions under which
they would be permitted to work the newly acquired royal
lands and thereby earn their livelihood. Although he had
refused their offer to become slaves (see v. 20), he required
them to work the land as sharecroppers and be provided
with seed by the government. He said, “Under our arrange-

ment it would have been proper for the king, who now owns

the land, to take fow -fifths of the harvest and leave only the

remaining fifth for you, but | will be generous: You will take |
” the portion due to the owner of the land — four-fifths — and

{ Pharaoh will receive only the portion due to the tenant —

[ one-fifth. The only restriction will be that you must remain
" to work the fields and cannot leave them” (Ramban).
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21. "2YN QYT NXY— AS FOR THE NATION, HE RESETTLED IT BY CITIES, Ders Lml[fpwﬁ
Rashi explains who resettled the nation by cites, what “resettlement by cities” means, and why

this was done:

Ty " qov — Yosef“™ resettled the Egyptian people by moving all of them from vne city to an-

other™ (Targim Onkelos).  yaxa 25m yw oab prw 13 — His stated purpose in doing this was to

serve as a reminder to them that they no longer owned a share in the land, for they had sold it al)

lo Pharaoh in exchange for bread.  npana w1y bw 2wim — He settled the residents of this citv in

another city, doing this throughout the land, so thet, ultimately no one was left living on his formorly

owned land.

There were certainly hundreds of details involved in Yosef’s program of sustaining the land during
the famine, most of which the Torah does not bother to record. Why, then, does the verse make special
mention of the detail of his resettlement of the populace? !

Ny Mk 3inen ¥ k9 — The Torah had no need to write this noi e Inaw e Kbk

— except to make known to you Yosef’s praise,  vix by nsqn vonb m;mwl — For by transfer-

(;L:? the people from one cily to another, he intended to remove disgrace from upon his brothers, )
A BMK P P XYY — so that [the Egvotians] should not lank down tnon them and eall them
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RAMBAN ELUCIDATED Z
4.7 937 92 X QO VPN - JOSEPH GATHERED ALL THE MONEY, ETC,

[This fact and those that follow {until the end of the Torah-portion Vayigash) do not seem to be of

reat significance. Ramban explains why the Torah includes this information:)

Twngn 933 PAVD M T AInea ~op - Scripture recounted this as well as the conclusion of
AYT9Y ANANA TRATA e rioyn yny -
w17 13

his topic in the whole remainder of this passage
o order to tell us of Joseph's eminence in wisdom, insight and knowledge,™

qys ma qoan b3 Ky oues - and that he was a man of integrity who “brought all the
OaYm YN DRDE 1MW §p3 NEiK Wayo owy K9
- and did not make for himself hoards of money and hidden treasures throughout the land

| nuan q7R7 10 FaK
B TRIRT 17
mioun — and he acquired for [Pharaoh] the land and even the bodies of the Ezyptian people
e populafion, he
K oawn "3

money_into Pharaoh’s palace” (v. 14),

w19 Y7 9wy 1% - or send it to the land of Canaan.

of Egypt
ther, he gave all the money to the king who trusted him,”

q937 93 -

(va. 18-24). Dy WY3 12 03 T TR RYRY - And, yet, despife dispossessing
also found favor through this course of achon in the eyes of the people*

\\

B l=hie) o WRe W

oow

Pey  wonmece. AT A

M1 992 1NN MR NTRYH NN

RN TR NN NBW? 1MI 500 BTN IOUoR STt %39 NI N
097N P0RY PIIMIY 0V YW naw TprmnY’ (o phn) man 72T nR
NR 19T DARD ,INANNRY 117970 YNan DY DMR DTN PR 1R
Mapya ,ooRYAVY 1120 078N RIN 1112 1P M7 nIwa 4oy
K929 T9WIN 79019 MY D1 NN T 178K 12MR 1PARD prann o
DY DYDY 1PRW 27 8D 1OR DDann 1hR ANy .M3a0 0w oY v
LDMENY IMNYWY DR RYW DMK Y0 1197 0719 1102 BYIpNn DI RIR
LJNTHN NTIIPA R NTIRDY TP TR 1YY DNY AT, OMR ':'3‘:313‘

AN M1 NA7TR DRI NS DYIN

DM¥HI DYWTN DAYIN DNIPNA NR DR 198N NYPY W J0R 1NWN o
, WD DY RYR OYMPpR DIWIN DRawnI XY 0N ,Dn DRI 0N

onY DORMPY 792 7D RPOIN AN 2PN Mapya 1) YIRD TRIY IR
"apR M7 OnY on RYY 90N MR YY NNNNN RN ZY191 890,72
N2 waIn nnbw nrTne o1 y )

Mabn v NI RN AMRE 10NYY 910 kYW - A o1 W Inonn DO Dpeya wm'n: ;zig ﬁ';:':;: I']::j:j:g:: :;::,;:\?;;:::1;;%
BRI PNW L00O%R 190D MIWn INTh NP3 Dl 0T MInN nnn T3 R VF (nr THPRY YTV RINYW MY AT 0P Ml R vr[mb NN KW T
PIND QDY PIPY PHBNAY 9TN TINR (21 AMIND NNYY Y01 RO nyaay .DMEn 93 NR 1YY ampn
19 NRA AN ABR AR[ PMY YT Y10 591, mYTn WBW RYM DMISNI by qupn pmTa DR W11 DTRY TYW AR Y 1NN uY -,l,ml /

! I ]

WYY AN a1 400 1V 1K 11aY N K91 ,NYIS ma mn on
: 1 - 21,ARD rph HTNW? ,N27TRY AP0 YW 573 Y3 1250 MpYY Dwaw pINv
J("9nme Sr” waTn) NIRR
{ A} NIARA 29 PINW DT oY 27009 NN P MR Y21 navnn nrvona

PR 7D RYM N93 MR LAYYH DWW mEyh oo R TN ANT myn qov

mew T E=F'4~kui 2w lak~R=hu ‘;\‘ oDIAM) DI0W — 1T AN3 VY TN
CORYY nyap nnva a0 Xan nedn
R 91 prTim 7D 191 ,0I%3 wmvyh ™) o 8
) _
2127 7 %3 (oY Yw InnmR yhnb now 797 QY e ) -
¥

JNK YD 2wnn XY D N33 03T Y "~
TW ORI 27BYRY LKA OJRRD D YT D
IN'AT D57 17 NIWI TWNAT 1B WY DR

73 aaEn 5138 PR D’ﬂ!}‘? AR AP ot oW
(N2 12) WP

Pon MY ONY PRY T PYT VYD DY PN OYN AR VI A3
IOTINY NIN AINT 2IMIT 2INON TINN NJY NN T MY DY 2NN N
DI NP P NIV PAR T¥H No9N PRAY PRMY 9O SY Inav
qQOY PIYN DNMXN YIWP 9O IR MDD PN NN Y 12T 57y Do)
DMINIAA DMAT PAR 2 0TI DY WY 373 = YT ,DiPnan N
I YT VETRA R3Y INNNI AWM NYIRI MINIY 1D 90 20
qOY 5¥ PuYn DI TAYY NN NN DTRD T3 NPNN NINT? P07
popph My DR pIRn &7 np CPNN YW OTII0 PRY - DIPN2 DIPHD DM IR PIAVNY YW PrIST
XY PINRY YT 9 1% Pwya b IR ,pIwIn « D91 DMN DTP PN XY PNN YYp N9In pond:
noME ARRY DT pramia pren Ao np?
1oy YR P ONMED 2T IR WY NRT
awn 13 Y¥ 1787 N2 T NAW R M3 0T
12 59 727 YIRY MYWY N¥T X7 IR 1910
3D 53 Y NRT WYW JOIK ¥R "IK 17 WK #
MD‘J“Y’I AMinD oM Y oPnR =27y
owa ooT Kow R 3,093 Yy onn
ik piby 3han onnpnw n*p'-'nr 72 037
(.37 L) Sran ovpIm on > Dbun

e I R A i AR
R e LA Ly
/PRt pRR YX TR nov 5K AYID TPRM |
'kw-ws ANME AnX) 09T DR WYe Wy
5 vy nxr ony b e X yy

D7y R MWNAW OnY MR

1)!3‘3‘ DN d _",.Y""
AM3N3 Ao MbYR ‘K, PUIEA 40T TRV OINY TWIT T30 0K
INIFT ,DOBW NRT? 17 AP AT DMK WOR W 21 .N0YT31 ANnana
DR AR MYSRR KT 17 0D [7an NWYY AnPEn 1Y

18

AYTY 00 9N A T ,wYn Y52 haD Anona foT nhvn
Ly 1w SY 1w 0anD TIw 97T 1T IMRRD 0200 NYRwt Ty Yovob

B3 e 20 MY 1% i 1.1‘7",! 118 D179 , LI 1T 7IRT TR R 0700 137
aY19W 210 PR LTS HR0MT KPR Tenwn Yo nx ot (osn
T3N3 R Uy TWR 79w ,090 03,0 NeK 2 nn%1 Phy Tk 1

by may 1o DAY NN PRI 79 NKY
YD BrY Yo7 AWYY ATYR 700,10 7D
SIRE R MY IPEYR O MYy nwan ')

(,@1pBY DR Pa? ¥3u3 7 MITOM MpT¥a.
A% 09X [ meem qos T3 YN ( AN I .DTRI IV IS 9YEN DR DNER ©R fan nvvem M

e A1 KD s wrw Somm K LpTpe R JNINERYY WYY? T PR INNYSM WY b5 nx 1% TNIpw 7o nYyn
MRy PIY OTRY TR ARYW A0 T, T1an ) WP 27303 ,BM1¥NI KIR 11733 137 D12 M50 XD 19773 13N [ATK
g3 9w MEav $IN3 1PDR AUAKN DI IR0 701 Y23 791 INMIAKI DTN YA IpTES T nonnl
oRRTRA DPUIEA VT N DT YW W)

it i A AR = A

DVT21 anana

1En 17on



e e T
86 OLAM HAMIDDOS i tasperbeaum

—

- Honesty in Business

ur Sages teach (Shabbos 31a) that after a person’s ‘death, the

,Elcd\ enly tribunal asks him a number of guesnons: Did you
’*Je\undmt vour business transactions honestly? Did you set aside fixed
times for Torah study? Did you engage in procreation? And so on. It
is highly instructive that the very first question a person is asked in
the World to Come is whether he conducted his financial transac-

()

tions with integrity.

The Gemara states (Bava Metzia 44a) that if a buyer paid a seller.
but did not yet acquire the merchandise from him, eicher of the two
is technically permitted to renege on the deal, since the transaction
has not yet been legally finalized. Nevertheless, regarding one who
exercises his legal right to renege after the money has been paid the
Sages saic: “The One Who exacted retribution from the people of
the Generation of the Flood and from the Generation of the Dis-
persion will ultimately exact retribution from someone wha does
Aot abide by his word!”

!

\w

e must be exceedingly careful with other people’s money

c ;/ as Chazal teach (Avos 2: 12) “The money of your friend
should be as dear to you as your own.” Chazal also say (Bawa Kamima
71193) that one who robs a peritah’s worth from his fellow is consid-

ered to have taken his soul from him.
"In this vein, 1 heard the followi ng insight from Rav Danie] Kalish.
When Yisro advised Moshe Rabbeinu to share with other judges
the task of adjudicating Klal Yisracl’s disputes, he differentiated
~~ between a “major matter” and a “minor matter,” as he said:aw
D7 WYY 1R 3T 7N PR WD T30 1370 77 M) Ny 932 DYR N8
AR ARYN PR Spm, Lhey shall judge the people at all times, and they
shall bring every major matter to you, and every minor matter they shall
Judge, and it will be eased for you, and they shall bear with you (Shemos
18:22). Moshe implemented Yisro’s plan a bit differently, however,
as the pasuk states: PR IR YRR 1270 NIR DY 923 0PN IR 0aY)
on e o 1270 991 v, They judged the people at all times; the
difficult thing they would bring to Moses and the minor thing they them-
o elves would judge (ibid. 26). Rather than judging the “major” ases,
Moshe judged the “difficult” cases.
Yisro assumed that disputes over large sums of money should
be decided by Moshe, while disputes over smaller sums of money
could be decided by other judges. But Moshe understood that every

[ disputed sum of money involves a question of theft, and theft is
wrong regardless of whether Ehe sums in quesuon 1s one perutah or a

thousand. What makes a case “major” or “minor,” in his view, was

"not the sum of money involved but rather the compkmtv of the
ane Therefore, he presided over cases that were difficult o resolve,

regardless of the sum involved, while the other judges presided over

the simpler cases. We see from here that we need to be as careful
with every penny of somconc clse’s money, and we cannot be care-
less even with regard to a small sum.

\g/c mentioned carlier that the first question a person is asked,
after his death, by the Heavenly tribunal is: nymra nny nrey, Did
you conduct your business transactions honestly? This question can be
explained a bit differently: Did you conduct your business trans-
actions with emunah? If a person truly believes that Hashem runs
every aspect of the world, he will not succumb to the temptation to
take money that is not rlc;htf'ully lm
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it frequently h'lppem that people are harmed, whether physically,
Lmou(mally or financially, by others who failed to make good on
their well-intentioned promises. A person must try his utmost to
fulfill his verbal commitments,

In every area, a person has to adhere to the middalh of emes. Indecd,
Chazal say (Avos 1:18) that the world stands on three pillars: justice,
truth, and peace. Accordingly, says the Mesillas Yesharin, if a person
speaks falschood it is as though he has undermined the foundation

& of the world. Conversely, one who is careful to be truthful is con-

sidered to have reinforced the world’s foundation,
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THE INSIDE STORY

This explains the difference in the extent to which Abra-
ham and Moses involved the material “donkey” in their re-
spective missions. Abraham, the first Jew, began the process

/ of sublimating the material, of realizing its potential to ex-
‘? press the goodness and perfection of the Creator. But Abra-

(_ ham lived before the revelation at Sinai—the event at which \
S

\

G-d rescinded the decree that had divided the world between
‘higher” and “lower," between matter and spirit. In his day,
the original order instituted at creation still held sway: the
physmal and the spmtual were two separate, incompatible
worlds The most Abraham could do was to harness the

’})J ghvsmal to serve the spiritual, to use the “donkey” to carry the

“accessories” of his divine service. The physical remained as
coarse as ever and could not directly be involved in his spiritual

life; nevertheless, Abraham took the first step in wresting the
material from its inherent self-absorption by utilizing it, albeit
peripherally, to assist in his service of G-d.

Moses, on the other hand, was embarking on the mission
that was to culminate in his receiving the Torah, the medium

)
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by which G-d empowered man to dissolve the dichotomy
between the “higher” and “lower” domains. The Torah in-
structs and enables us to sanctify even the most mundane
aspects of our lives, to integrate our material selves and envi-
ronment in our spiritual goals. So Moses used "the donkey”
ta_carry his wife and children. A person’s wife and children

are an extension of his own self—in the words of our sages, “a
person'’s wife is like his own body™* and “a child is a limb of his
father."" Beginning with Moses, the material began to play a
central and intimate role in our life's work.

But Moses marks only the beginning of Torah's effect on
the physical world. Ever since, whenever a person uses a

material resource to perform a mitzvah—e.g. giving money
ta_charity, using the energy his body extracts from his food

to fuel his fervor in prayer—he refines these physical ob-
jects, divesting them of their mundanity and selfishness.
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With each such act, the physical world becomes that much:

@ho lier, that much more in harmony with its essence and

function. Each such act brings closer the day when our

world will finally and completely shed the husk of coarse-
ness that is the source of all ignorance and strife, bringing
on a new dawn of universal peace and perfection.

“ Se’ Moshiach, who represents the ultimate fulfillment of To-

rah, himself rides the donkev of the material. For he heralds a
world in which the material is no longer the "lower” or secon-

dary element, but an utterly refined resource, no less central and

significant a force for good than the most spiritual creation.”
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